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XL An uncommon Anatomical Obfervation
addreffed to the Royal Society, by John
Baptift Paitoni, Pbyfician at Venice :
Tranflated from the Italian.

Read Feb. 14, Y duaty as phyfician to the ma-

1765- giftrate of health obliging me to
be prefent at the opening of the bodies of thofe who
die fuddenly, in order to examine into the hidden
caufes of their deaths, gives me frequent opportuni-
ties of obferving remarkable and fingular phanome-
na; one of thefe, which (amongft many others) I
remarked in the courfe of the prefent year at the
diffe&tion of a young woman, I do myfelf the honor
of communicating to this Society ; nor do I doubt its
being received with indulgence by them, when I con-
fider that the Royal Society was inftituted for the
moft laudable end of the improvement of arts and
fciences, and that of rendering them feviceable to
mankind. As the Philofophical Tranfattions are fuf-
ficient proofs of this, I cannot but believe that an
uncommon anatomical obfervation muft be accepta-
ble to them.

The fubjeét of this obfervation was a woman of
about 2§, of a {fwarthy complexion, who had from
her infancy been fubje& to a troublefome convulfive
cough, and (hortnefs of breath upon any extraordinary
exercile ; notwithftanding which, the was to all out-
ward appearances of a hale and ftrong conftitution,
having a regular and plentiful difcharge of her men-

ftrua,
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ftrua, which ufed to relieve her a few days from her
diforder. At the above age, after having been fing-
ing and dancing with her friends in the Carnival time,
being taken fuddenly with a cough more violent than
ufual, and a fhortnefs of breath, fhe dropped into
the arms of one of her acquaintance, and vomiting
at the fame time a little ferous and frethy liquor, died
immediately.

The body being opened the next morning in the
prefenceof fomeof the college of phyficians,the vifcera
of the lower cavity were firft examined and found
quite found ; the ftomach only was a little extended,
owing to what the deceafed had eaten a few moments
before her death; but the caufe of her death was
found in the thorax, the right lobe of her lungs be-
ing wanting, as will appear by the following de-
{cription.

The external membrane, which ought to cover the
right lobe of the lungs, was of a livid colour, and
adhered to the pleura. This membrane being cut
through, inftead of the true lobe, there was found
in its place a membranous bag of a milky colour,
without any vifible outlet, and much of the fame
fize as that part of the lungs which was wanting,
This bag being opened, there came out into the
thorax a ferous, fluid, void of fmell, which being
ipread upon the table was found, as to figure, colour,
and fubftance, much to refemble a cuttle fith; nor
do I doubt but fome whimfical naturalifts, who make
it their bufinefs to furprife the common people, by
the relation of miraculous events, would have de-
clared that they faw part of the lungs changed into a
cuttle fifh,

It
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It being evident from this, that there was in the
thorax of this young woman a receptacle of ferofity
(if I may fo call it) contiguous to the found lobe, it
will not appear ftrange that, from the violent agita-
tion caufed by the finging and dancing, the bag burft,
and that the found lobe, which alone ufed to perform
the office of breathing, being hindered, by the ferous
matter which came out, from exerting its influence, a
fuffocation enfued. The caufes of her habitual dif-
order are equally obvious. In a perfect ftate of health
there thould be two lobes, which together receive the
blood from the right fide of the heart, and tranfmit
it to the left, reducing it in this journey, by their
joint ation, to a ftate of perfetion. One of the
lobes therefore being wanting, the other muft have en-
dured confiderable pain in receiving the whole quan-
tity of blood from the heart, and whenever violent ex-
ercife made a quicker circulation neceffary, the blood
muft have been ftopped, and hence arofe the -afore-
mentioned thortnefs of breath. Nor is it lefs clear
how the cough came to be fo frequently troublefome,
the motion of the fluids being difturbed, and the de-~
licate fibres of the trachea perpetually irritated by
this defe@, And this is the true reafon why her
menflrua being very plentiful were for fome time
very beneficial to her, by caufing a ﬂgreat diminution
of bleod, and leaving a quantity of fluids in the veins
more proportioned to the canals of a fingle lobe.

Thefe things, from the diffection of the body, are
evident enough, but it ftill muft feem wonderful to
have found a young woman without one of the lobes,
that bag of ferous matter containing nothing in it which
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could deferve the name of even the moft imperfect
one. Iknow very weil that the lungs are fubject
to many defe@ts; and that there are often found in
them tumours, calloufnefles, adhefions, ftones, ulcers,
worms, tubercles, waftings, and the like; but none
of thefe caufes could hardly have made the fame
vifcus lofe every fign of its former ftate. The young
woman being deficient in this lobe, it is furprifing
how the other can have performed its office in main-
taining life, and have appeared upon examination
of the common and natural fize, and its veflels not
at all dilated by the quantity of blood which they
received, © And as nature has made nothing in vain,
we cannot but be aftonifhed to find that fingle which
ought to be double, as ifa man was to have one kid-
ney inftead of two; much more wonderful is it
that, in fo delicate and important an action as refpi-
ration is, one lobe only of the ufual fize and ftructure
fhould have performed the fun&ions of both. I
know very well that thofe, whofe misfortune it has
been to have part of their lungs only {flightly difor-
dered, muft have the other confiderably affected ; but
befides that there may have been occafionally relief
given, they cannot for a long time have fupported the
want of a lobe, without giving vifible figns of fo great
adefe&t. In this cafe we have reafon to believe that
this young woman was born with this monftrous de-
ficiency ; what is ftrange is, that fhe fhould have
come to her full growth with it, and have been ap-
parently healthy, except the convulfive coughs and
thortnefs of breath. Thefe are ph@nomena, which
might be accounted for from obftructions in the lower

cavity ;
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cavity; at leaft, the brown yellowith tinge of the face,
is a common fymptom in thefe obftructions; but in
this cafe it appears to have been owing to the want
of one of the pulmonary lobes, the other not being
alone fufficient to work the blood, and give it the
neceflary rednefs. '

Short and imperfe& as this relation is, I hope,
neverthelefs, that it will prove fufficient to convince
the Royal Society of the great regard, which I, with
juftice, have for fo ufeful and praife-worthy an in-
ftitation,

XII. An Account of a New Improvement of
the Portable Barometer. By Edward Spry,
M. D. of Totnefs, Devon. Ira Letter
to the Right Honourable James Earl of
Morton, Prefident of the Royal Society.

My Lord,

Read Feb. 28, HIS barometer of my invention,
1765 I and conftru&ion, I prefi will
» I prefume,

anfwer every intention of the ufual, and more com-
plex portable one, and in a much more fimple
and durable manner, viz. ‘The double round at the
bottom makes it difficult (even if we endeavour
thereto) to caufe an afcent of air, or a fall of mer-
cury into the bowl; which, if the latter circumftance
were to attend it, the quickfilver, from the bowl’s
conftru&ion, muft remain therein, thence of no in-
' M2 conve-



